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NEWS RELEASE

Oct. 20, 1992
MONTANA ENTREPRENEURSHIP CENTER AT UM
TO HOLD SECOND-ANNIVERSARY OPEN HOUSE
MISSOULA The Montana Entrepreneurship Center invites the public to help celebrate the opening of the
Montana Private Capital Network during the center’s second anniversary open house Friday, Oct.
23, at The University of Montana.
The event will run from 3 to 5 p.m. in Room 204 of McGill Hall.
The network, administered by the center, matches Montana business people with potential
investors through a confidential, computerized process.
"This networking of individuals willing to invest time and money in new and expanding
ventures with entrepreneurs looking for capital will provide the state with a unique source ot
private capital and business acumen," says Kay Lutz-Ritzheimer, the center’s executive director.
During the open house, the public will get to see how the center’s CenterNet
telecommunications system works. The system consists of an electronic business calendar, a
bulletin board/ conferencing system and access to parts of the center’s resource data base.
CenterNet links people electronically throughout the state. Anyone with a computer, modem
and communications software can stay on top of current business events with the business calendar.
Economic development specialists who connect to the electronic bulletin board/conlerencing system
through their modems can leave questions or comments, pose concerns and respond to issues
broached by other users. Access to some of the center’s data base lets economic development
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agencies learn about one another and share resources.
The center, which has a central office at UM and regional offices at Montana State
University and Eastern Montana College, acts as the business community’s gateway to university
resources by linking business with the talent, intellectual expertise, specialized equipment and
sophisticated laboratories in the state University System, Lutz-Ritzheimer says.
In addition, the center links businesses with resources, programs and consultants in the
public and private sectors.
Center staff members have responded to more than 2,(XX) requests for help since the
program opened in October 1990. In the past year alone, the center has matched clients with more
than 1,500 resources in the public, private and university sectors.
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Contact: Kay Lutz-Ritzheimer, executive director, 243-4009
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